
for Kids  
Fun and fact-filled activities, games, puzzles, and more!   

Donôt miss out on all the fun stuff inside! 

 

An activity booklet for kids created by the Ulster County  

Board of Elections and the Ulster County Clerkôs  

Records Management Program 

 





Hi! Iôm Billie Ballot.  Welcome to Voting for 

Kids.  I will be your guide on this lively 

adventure through National, State and 

Local elections and government.  There will 

be some exciting history and ñFun Factsò 

along the way.  Letôs have some fun! 

First, Iôd like to introduce you to some of my 

friends from the Ulster County Board of 

Elections and Ulster County Clerkôs Office.  

Thanks to them, we have this awesome 

book of activities to complete! 

About the Ulster County Board of Elections 

The Ulster County Board of Elections is dedicated to upholding the laws of the United States, the 

mandates of the New York State Constitution, and the Rights of the People of New York to cast their 

votes in all Federal, State, County, Town, Village (upon request), and required Special Elections, to 

fairly and accurately count the ballots for public offices, propositions and bond issues, and to 

safeguard the free elections of a democratic society.  Annually, more than 600 poll-site inspectors 

are trained, more than 10,000 voters are registered or have their voter information updated, and 

approximately 125,000 voters are contacted with election-related information. 

 

About the Ulster County Clerkõs Office 

The Ulster County Clerk's Office acts as keeper of the records for Ulster County.  We oversee 

records dating back to 1658 including deeds, mortgages, judgments, liens, maps, civil and criminal 

actions. Yearly, hundreds of people search, file and record land records, legal documents, and court 

papers in the office.  The County Clerkôs Office also manages the Department of Motor Vehicles, 

administers the Oath of Allegiance to new citizens, processes passport and notary applications, and 

maintains the County Archives, as well as providing services for businesses and veterans. 

Ashley Torres 

Elections Commissioner 

John Quigley 

Elections Commissioner 

Taylor Bruck 

County Clerk 



What is Voting? 

We vote to have a say over important decisions.  Voting happens all the timeðyour 

family may vote on which restaurant to visit or you might vote on your favorite show to 

watch for family movie night.  Our nation was created on the principle that people should 

control their government; that is done through citizens casting votes during elections.  

We donôt ask people to vote on every decision, but instead elect representatives.  In our 

government,  we vote for people who represent our ideals and these representatives go 

on to make decisions that benefit the whole country.   

Help Billie Find the Way to Vote! 

 

Follow the Voting Path 

1. Register to voteðMake sure to register to vote and keep your registration information such as your address current. 

2. Know the issuesðLearn about the candidates and questions that will be on the ballot. 

3. Visit a polling locationðVoting has never been easier in New York with options to vote 

early in-person, on election day, and by absentee ballot/vote by mail. 

4. Wait for resultsðPreliminary results from the election will be available after the polls close 

on election day and the results are final about 2-3 weeks later after every vote is counted. 
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Now it is your turn ñ Make your voice heard! 

 

 

 

 

1. To Vote: Fill in the oval 

completely. 

2. Over Vote: Make sure 

you do not Over Vote.  

You may only vote for the 

allowable number of 

choices (Vote for 1; Vote 

for 2, etc.). 

3. Write-in Vote:  For a 

Write-In vote, locate the 

ñWrite-Inò box at the bot-

tom of the Office column 

and write your selection 

there. 

4. Review your Ballot:  

Please review your ballot 

to make sure your choic-

es are marked the way 

you want.  Turn the ballot 

over to see if there are 

additional voting ques-

tions called 

ñReferendums.ò  During 

an election, you would 

then insert your ballot 

into a voting machine to 

be tallied. 

 

 



The United States Constitution 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 

Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 

common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 

Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 

establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 

Interesting facts 

ß We all make spelling mistakesðeven the constitutional 

framers.  One unfortunate example is the misspelling of the 

word ñPensylvaniaò above the signersô names. 

ß The first national Thanksgiving Day was proclaimed on 

November 26, 1789. The reason for the holiday was to give 

ñthanksò for the constitution. 

ß The word ñdemocracyò does not appear in the constitution. 

ß 2/3 of the states must agree to a change in the constitution. 

Thousands of amendments to the constitution have been 

proposed, but only 27 have passed, the last one being on 

May 5, 1992. 

Our United States Constitution sets out the principles of our country, the organization of 

our government, and the rights of our citizens.  July 4, 1776 is the day we declared our 

Independence and became the United Statesð but our Constitution wasnôt established 

until September 17, 1787.   

§ Sets the foundationðIt is the most important law of the land. 

§ States individual rightsðIndividual rights are identified in the Bill of Rights and later 

amendments.  The Bill of Rights, created in 1789 & adopted in 1791, contains the first 

ten Amendments to the Constitution.  

§ Defines the parts of governmentðWe call them ñbranchesò of government  

(Executive, Legislative, and Judicial).  They work together as equal partners. Each 

branch has unique powers and duties. 

§ Explains how to make changesðThis is why the Constitution is called a living 

document.  Changes and Amendments can be made to suit the changing needs of the 

people.  There have been 27 Amendments so far.   



The Executive Branch (the President and Administration) manages 

all the branches of our government.  

 

The Constitution granted individual rights such as being able to 

vote, freedom of speech, and freedom to practice any religion. 

 

The U.S. Constitution is the oldest active codified (single, 

comprehensive document) constitution in the world. 

 

The U.S. Constitution was adopted as the highest law of the land 

on July 4, 1776. 

 

The U.S. Constitution outlines three branches of government. 

Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United 

States is a 1940 oil-on-canvas painting by Howard 

Chandler Christy, depicting the Constitutional 

Convention signing the U.S. Constitution at 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia on September 17, 

1787. Christy created the painting in April 1940; it is 

so large (20 by 30 feet) that he painted it in a sail loft. 

It is currently displayed along the east stairway in 

the House of Representatives wing in the Capitol 

building.  

True     or     False 
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True     or     False 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

 

5. 

Circle Your Answer 

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James 

Madison believed very strongly in the 

Constitution. They even wrote a series of 

85 essays, entitled The Federalist Papers.  

They used the pseudonym (a made up name) Publius for 

the author so that no one would know they had written the 

essays. ñPubliusò was the name of a great Roman leader 

and founder of the Roman Republic, an inspiration for our 

own republic. 

(Left to Right) Alexander Hamilton by John Trumbull, 

James Madison by John Vanderlyn, and John Jay by 

Gilbert Stuart. 
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#ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓɂ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ 

3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔɂ  *ÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ  

Our country was created with the principle that no single person or group could hold 

too much power.  As a result, the U.S. Constitution established three main parts, 

called branches of government.  Each branch is separate and has its own 

responsibilities AND each branch can check the power of other branches.  

Three Branches of Government 

 Ґ 

T he Executive Branch, led 

by the President, 

enforces national laws.  

The President can pass into law or 

reject laws passed by Congress and 

sometime suggests new laws for them 

to consider. The President works with 

the Vice President and a group of 

appointed advisors for help.    

T he Legislative Branch, known as Congress, 

is made up of Senators and U.S. 

Representatives elected by people from 

state districts.  There are 100 Senators (two from each 

state) and 435 Representatives (based on population).  

The main job of Congress is to pass laws. 

T he Judicial Branch is the 

federal court system.  It 

is headed by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, the highest court in 

the nation.  The members, called 

justices, review cases to determine 

whether laws or actions meet the 

standards of the constitution. 



Thurgood Marshall 
Supreme Court Justice, 1967-1991 

Margaret Chase Smith 
Senator, 1949-1973 

John Lewis 
Congressman, 1987-2020 

It takes a lot of people to 

help a government run.  

Here are some of the 

many important people 

who have helped shape 

our government.  Have 

you heard of them? If not, 

maybe look them up! 

Shirley Chisholm 
Congresswoman, 1977-1981 Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Supreme Court Justice, 1993-2020 

Theodore Roosevelt 

26th President, 1901-1909 



If I were President of the United States, what would I do? 
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Your Picture Here!!!  

The President does a lot 

of work in the Oval Office, 

in the White House.  

What would the Oval 

Office look like if you 

were President? Draw 

yourself in! 



Symbols of Our Country 

The United States has a unique national identity.  Many different cultures make up our 

country.  One way we come together is through shared symbols and traditions drawn 

from the diversity of our people such as songs, national mottos, and monuments. 

Some of our patriotic symbols and traditions are included below.  Match them up by 

drawing a line to the correct symbol.  
 

A. American Flag 

B.  Icons of Political Parties 

C.  Great Seal of the United States 

D.  Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 

E.  Statue of Liberty 

F. New York State Flag 

G. Liberty Bell 

мΦ 

нΦ 

оΦ 

пΦ 

рΦ 

тΦ сΦ 

Remember the misspelling of Pennsylvania in the Constitution? Well, the Liberty Bell 

had the same problem.  Part of the inscription reads, ñBy Order of the ASSEMBLY of 

the Province of PENSYLVANIA.ò  Oops, I think someone needs a proof-reader!  



Fill in the blanks National Anthemñ (to the tune of Twinkle, 

Twinkle, Little Star).   

Try your hand at making a patriotic song about the place where you 

live.  You never know, it might just catch on! Use your own words or 

select from the box provided. 

 

_____________,  _____________  _____________  _____________ 
          Action Word                        Action Word            Concept Word     Place/Thing Word 

 
How I _____________what you _____________. 
      

Action Word          Concept Word
 

 
Up above the _____________ so _____________, 
        

Place/Thing Word        Concept Word
 

 
Like a _____________ in the sky. 
    

Concept Word
 

 
_____________,  _____________  _____________  _____________ 
          Action Word                        Action Word            Concept Word     Place/Thing Word 

 
How I _____________what you _____________. 
      

Action Word          Concept Word
 

 
 

 
Created by: __________________________ 
   

Your Name 

WORD BOX 

Place/Thing Words: 

Motherland, Homeland, 

Country, Nation, America, 

New York, Flag  

Patriotic Concept Word: 

Glory, Freedom, Courage, 

Diversity, Tradition, 

Opportunity, Powerful, 

Truth, Democracy, Liberty 

Action Words:  

Helping, Honoring, 

Sharing, Loving, Action, 

Working, Voting  

My Country, óTis of Thee, written by Samuel Francis Smith, was performed first on 

July 4, 1831 and is based on the British National Anthem ñGod Save the Queen.ò  

Letôs have some fun and make up our own National 

Anthem!  Have you heard of ñMad Libsò?  Well, this is 

our version.  Fill in the blanks in the song using your 

own words or words from the Word Box.  I canôt wait to 

hear what you come up with! 

We are taught that the United States of America is made up of 50 states and Washington D.C.  Did you know there are 

other U.S. territories that are not states? These include Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana 

Islands and Guam. Territories usually have their own organized government but fall under the sovereignty of the U.S. government. 

Residents of U.S. territories cannot vote for U.S. President and do not have full representation in Congress.  



ALL ABOUT PRIMARY ELECTIONS 

Word Bank: Bullmoose ǒ Candidate ǒ Green ǒ O ce ǒ Primary ǒ Whig 

Okay, let's talk about primary elections!  

Imagine you and your friends want to choose someone to represent your class in a big school competition. 

But first, your class needs to decide who that person will be. A primary election is like the first round of 

voting to pick the best person from each team or group who wants to be the class representative.  

In the real world, political parties have many people who want to run for a big job, like being the president, 

those people are called candidates. But they canôt all run at once, so they hold a primary election. During 

the primary, people vote to choose one person from each party who they think would do the best job. The 

person with the most votes in the primary becomes the partyôs candidate for the final election and if they 

win, they get to hold o ce. Some parties have had funny names like Bullmoose, Green and Whig.  

So, in short, a primary election helps a party pick its main player for the big gameðjust like choosing who 

will represent your class!  



New York State & Ulster County 

New York State was named after the British Duke of York. 

Many experts believe itôs nicknamed the Empire State 

because George Washington called New York ñthe seat 

of the Empire.ò  

The official state motto for New York is 

ñExcelsior,ò a Latin word that means 

ñEver Upward.ò It was adopted in 

1778 during the Revolutionary War, 

to show the colonistsô hopes for a 

bright future.   

New York State is made up of 62 counties.  Ulster County is one of the 

original 12 counties created in 1683.   

1683?? That makes us pretty oldé..over 340 

years! Thatôs a lot of candles on a birthday cake! 

Can you believe New York used to include parts of 

Maine and Massachusetts?  Thatôs pretty cool! 

12 Original 

Counties in 

1683 

Ulster 

County 

Today 


